
  

Early Watermarks from Silesian Papermills? 

The beginning of producing paper in Silesia in connection 
with the usage of paper in the Jagiellonian royal courts 

around the turn of the 15-16th centuries



  



 



 

The 3rd generation: sons of Casimir IV

 Wladislaw (1456*; King of Bohemia 1471-1516; King of Hungary 1490-
1516)

 [Casimir (1458*-1484)]
 John Albert (1459*; King of Poland 1492-1501)
 Alexander (1461*; Grand Duke of Lithuania 1492-1506; King of Poland 

1501-1506)
 Sigismund (1467*; Duke of Głogów&Opava; Governor of 

Silesia&Lusatia; GDL&KP 1506-1548)
 [Frederick (1468*-1503; archbishop of Gniezno & bishop of Kraków)]



  

First map of Silesia by Martin Helwig (1561)



  

Silesia
> the very beginning of handmade paper-producing can be located in Silesia

> one of the most developed region of Central Europe

> being among the territories with the highest level of urbanisation

> with an extended network of routes 

> its merchants active in international trade 

> and with important centres of cloths making 

> the most prominent town, "the capital" of Silesia was Wrocław



  



  

Problem

As a result of the lack of written sources and 

deficiency of detailed watermark research efforts to 

find the first paper products/watermarks of these mills 

have produced speculation and confusion.



  

When?
● Wrocław:  *1475 – according to Tromonin's 

Watermark Album (1844)

*1477 – according to Rauter, ‘Über die Wasserzeichen 
der ältesten Leinenpapiere in Schlesien’ (1866).

*before 1490 according to written sources (a document 
issued on 6 February 1490, a commitment of Hans 
Haunolt papermaker, regarding the payment of rent 
from the papermill)

● Świdnica: *1491 – according to the sc. lit.

*according to written sources, the first known 
owner and papermaker, Michael Peuthel in 1505, 
who rebuilt the mill after some disaster

* 1498/99 – according to Dąbrowski, based on 
Frumentorum Parochialis 



Jagellonian court accounts 
(1492-1507)



 

Accounts
>First-rate WRITTEN sources for the history of 
organisation and everyday life

>The system of recording accounts: 
•chronologically
•thematically

>Main books and auxiliary volumes



  

Jagiellonian ledgers 1492-1507



  

Watermarks of the royal accounts



  

The movements of Prince Sigismund’s court (1500-1507)



  

Places of purchasing paper



 

Written source: the TEXT

Mentioning books 
(libellus, liber):

1. Purchasing material 
to prepare and repair

2. paying for the 
labour

Mentioning accounts (regestrum)

1.purchasing paper

2.interlacing paper

3. buying pre-made, blank ledgers 



 

Books for court administration

“...pro cinobrio pro eodem libro 
scribendo dedi IIII denarios 
Hungaricales”

“Item pro pergameno ad describendum 
reculas racionum alias lyczby dedi 1⁄2 
florenum, sed post modum idem liber 
domino principi datus est per Italum 
Philipum et pergamenum remansit.” 
AGAD RK 29, f. 46;

“Item pro registro novo ad viam, in quo summe describuntur, 
antequam in regestrum summarum inscribuntur, dedi VIII 
gr.” AGAD-ASK-RK, sign. 33, f. 77.

“Item eodem die pro papiro II1⁄2 libris ad ligandum in 
registrum summarum dedi V gr.” “Item a labore eiusdem 
registri, dum papirum introligatum est, dedi III gr.” AGAD-
ASK-RK, sign. 29, f. 302.

“Item a ligatione papiri ad registrum, ubi summe scribi 
debebant, dedi III gr.” AGAD-ASK-RK, sign. 33, f. 222v.

“Item pro novo registro ad conscribendum equos curiensium 
dedi XX gr.” AGAD-ASK-RK, sign. 33, f. 168.



Examination of paper

 Watermills (this period is the beginning of papermaking in 
Silesia and in Poland) – is there any evidence of using 
local products?

 Watermarks (comparison; paper from Northern Italy)

 Waste paper (in binding) 



Silesian products cc. 1493/1502? 
(Wrocław, Świdnica)



Product of Mogiła?



Questionable origin
Prądnik Czerwony (1493, on the land 

of the monastery of Holy Spirit, 
owner Fryderyk Szylinga; master 
paper-maker Mathias Koch from 
Reutlingen)

Or somewhere else? 
According to Piccard: 
Oberrhein (Upper 
Rhine) region





  

● A folded paper with 15/16th-
century handwriting placed into 
the ledger of Alexander (issued 
1501-1502)

● Its fragmentary watermark 
depicts a bull's head which 
design does not correlate to the 
contemporary Italian design (no 
research has been carried out 
on this unknown origin of item).

● Urywki ćwiczeń gramatyczno-
stylistycznych (przełom XV na 
XVI wiek).



  

Frumentorum Parochialis (Schweidnizensis) ab Ao 1471 ad Ao 
1507



  

Plan of Collaboration
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