
Recording watermarks in the archives of the newly 
established Greek State  
Considerations on paper manufacture and use in 
administration 
 
 

 Ourania Kanakari 
paper and book conservator, General State Archives of Greece 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



 
General State Archives of Greece   
Central Service in Athens 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



 
research in the Fonds of I. Kapodistrias 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



 
the study of sources 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



the origin of paper 

common Italian names 
 
IL GRAN MASSO 
GIORMAGNANI 
A GAVARRONE 
GHIGLIOTITI 
GIOVANNI GHECCHI 
LA STELLA 

common English names 
 

OTHAM MILL 
J WHATMAN 

PHIPPS & SONS 
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frequency of watermarks 
motifs and countermarks 
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simple motifs with  
same countermarks 

VG 

PG 

NR 

FFA 

IMC 

AFG 
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two main groups of paper 

NR 
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two main groups of watermarks and physical characteristics 

…MASSO… 
3hats lion bird 3moons 

CP NR LV VG IMC AFG PG VE CN FFA GM  
coat of arms 
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3moons 

 
coat of arms 

3moons 

 
3hats 
lion 
bird 
horn 

3moons 
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political situation in Italy 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
List_of_historic_states_of_Italy 

 
1796 

 

 
1810 

 



paper typology  
late 18th c. Veneto and early 19th c. Pescia - Tuscany 

A.Taboga, Il mercato cartario nella Serenissima: 
produzione e smercio, 2018 

Qualità Libbre a Prezzo a risma tipologia 

risma Lire soldi 

Imperiale 54 52 

[commercio] 

Sotto Imperiale 48 40 

Reale 33 20 

Mezzana 26 14 

Comune [3 Lune] 24 8 10 

Leon in foglio 11 12 

[stampa] Romana 9 8 

Tre cappelli 10 12 

Mercantil da scriver 8 5 10 

[scriver] 

Da scriver fina [rosa?] 8 6 

Da scriver sopraffina 
[colomba?] 7 7 

Da scriver sopraffina 
olandese in 4to 6 11 

Leon in 4to 5 6 6 

Spiera fina 17 12 [per le 
finestre] 

Corsino fina da stampa 8 5 [stampa] 

Cernaglia da scriver 6 5 [scriver] 

Navegar bianca con colla 15 6 
Navegar bianca senza 

colla 15 5 

Spiera ordinaria 20 10 [per le 
finestre] 

Navegar mercantil 16 4 

Corsino ordinaria 11 3 

Comunella ordinaria 6 2 10 

R. Sabbatini, La manifattura 
della carta in eta moderna: il 

caso toscano, 1988 



size of papers with same countermark – different watermarks  

3hats IMC lion IMC 

3hats PG lion PG 
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paper quality in publications of the mid 18th and 
early 19th c. Veneto 

Dizionario Universale… 
1744, Venezia 

Giornale della Letteratura Italiana 
1821, Padova  
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color differences in papers with same watermark 

Coat of arms TB/ AL MASSO 
documents dated 1832 
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the simple motifs group: tracing the paper production of 
different makers 
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watermark twins 
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sequence of documents on same paper 

General Secretariat/file  
230,  
papers with coat of arms 
FPEF/ AL MASSO   

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



 
coat of arms TB IL GRAN MASSO, twin papers 

General Secretariat/file 190 
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coat of arms FPEF AL MASSO, twin papers 

General Secretariat/file 230 
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3 hats NR, twin papers 

General Secretariat/file 230 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



Gio & Cos Cini LA STELLA, twin papers 

General Secretariat/file 267 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



 
twin marks 

General Secretariat/ 
file 230 

Ministry of Internal Affairs/  
file 90 
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General Secretariat/file 190 

 
identification - distinguish between moulds 

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 



 
identification - distinguish between moulds 
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General Secretariat/file 190 

 
identification - distinguish between moulds 
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identification - distinguish between moulds 

General Secretariat/file 267 

Corinth Sparta 
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mould side of Italian paper 

paper mould 

mould side 
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analysis of paper use 
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draft and final documents in laid paper 

General Secretariat/ 
file 190 

Financial Committee/ 
file 30 
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draft and final documents in wove paper 

General Secretariat/ 
file 230 

Financial Committee/ 
file 88 
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printed headers and documents in laid and wove paper 
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sequence of draft documents on same paper 

General Secretariat/file 230 
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paper from northern Europe 
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PROPATRIA JOHANNOT, BRITANNIA JM 

General Secretariat/file 4       General Secretariat/file 230 
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draft documents of I. Kapodistrias 

General Secretariat/file 4 
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draft and final documents of I. Kapodistrias 

General Secretariat/file 190 

English paper Italian paper 
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draft and final documents of I. Kapodistrias,  
transmitted light 

General Secretariat/file 190 

English paper Italian paper 
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reuse of paper 

General Secretariat/file 267 
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watermarks of GSA on Bernstein  
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Hand tracing of watermarks: Dionyssis Roussos, 
   Ourania Kanakari 
    

O. Kanakari, 5th International Conference on Watermarks in Digital Collections, Cork, 2019 


	Recording watermarks in the archives of the newly established Greek State �Considerations on paper manufacture and use in administration���
	�General State Archives of Greece  �Central Service in Athens
	�research in the Fonds of I. Kapodistrias
	�the study of sources
	the origin of paper
	�frequency of watermarks�motifs and countermarks
	simple motifs with �same countermarks
	two main groups of paper
	two main groups of watermarks and physical characteristics
	Slide Number 10
	paper typology �late 18th c. Veneto and early 19th c. Pescia - Tuscany
	size of papers with same countermark – different watermarks 
	paper quality in publications of the mid 18th and early 19th c. Veneto
	color differences in papers with same watermark
	the simple motifs group: tracing the paper production of different makers
	�watermark twins
	�sequence of documents on same paper
	�coat of arms TB IL GRAN MASSO, twin papers
	�coat of arms FPEF AL MASSO, twin papers
	�3 hats NR, twin papers
	Gio & Cos Cini LA STELLA, twin papers
	�twin marks
	�identification - distinguish between moulds
	�identification - distinguish between moulds
	Slide Number 25
	�identification - distinguish between moulds
	mould side of Italian paper
	analysis of paper use
	�draft and final documents in laid paper
	�draft and final documents in wove paper
	�printed headers and documents in laid and wove paper
	�sequence of draft documents on same paper
	�paper from northern Europe
	PROPATRIA JOHANNOT, BRITANNIA JM
	draft documents of I. Kapodistrias
	draft and final documents of I. Kapodistrias
	draft and final documents of I. Kapodistrias, �transmitted light
	reuse of paper
	watermarks of GSA on Bernstein 
	Slide Number 40

